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GIO’ s Wine Bar & Restaurant

Entrepreneur and new restaurateur Gabe 
Giordano grew up in La Mesa.  As a 
child and young adult, he once played 
in the Village and dined in the Village 
Garden restaurant that used to oper-
ate in the space that is now GIO Wine 
Bar & Restaurant.  “ I always wanted to 
own a restaurant and, more speci�Àcally, 
I always wanted own one in this par-
ticular location,”  says Giordano.  Af ter 
achieving �Ànancial success in a series 
of endeavors, Giordano had not only the 
�Ànancial resources to make his dream 
come true, but also the con�Àdence that 
the Village was changing and could sup-
port a new restaurant concept. He sensed 

a pent-up demand for 
high-quality, sit-down 
dining in La Mesa and 
believed such a restau-
rant would appeal to a 
broad cross-section of 
patrons.  Giordano was 
so con�Àdent that an 
upscale restaurant and 
wine bar could succeed 
in the Village that he 
invested nearly $2 
milli on in design and 
interior and exterior 
improvements. 

Giordano’s  vision 

produced a stylish, yet elegant, dining 
venue with diverse and affordably-priced 
cuisine that was an instant hit with 
patrons.  So far, Giordano’s vision and 
�F�R�Q�À�G�H�Q�F�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���Z�H�O�O���U�H�Z�D�U�G�H�G������
According to Bill Bender, Giordano’s 
restaurant operations consultant, since 
opening GIO in August 2008, the 
response has been overwhelmingly 
positive and the restaurant’s gross sales 
are well in excess of projected levels.  
That type of sales activity translates into 
�J�U�H�D�W�H�U���I�R�R�W���W�U�D�I�À�F���L�Q���W�K�H Village, greater 
exposure for existing businesses, and 
spin-off sales from both customers and 
the 56 employees working at GIO.

GIO’s quality  
has raised  

the bar in the 
Village, along 

with an elegant 
outdoor  

dining area.


